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reached by about the end of September, From this stage
there is again a decline and by the middle of November,
when the rice harvest is at its height, the labour force reaches
almost as low an ebb as in the middle of July. Thereafter it
rises rapidly throughout the winter to the peak about the end
of February.4

These seasonal migrations of the labour force affect the
raisings of coal during the months of brisk agricultural acti-
vity very considerably. The quantity of coal cut in different
months of the year in two collieries, given in the following
table, shows the effect of seasonal absenteeism very clearly.

TABLE XXXV5

The quantity of coal cut in different months of the year in

1928

Tons of coal cut

-LVJLUI.I 111
	Loyabad
	Standard


	Colliery
	Collieries

January
	42,508
	34,149

February
	42,001
	37,466

March
	46,907
	36,540

April
	39,729
	36,905

May
	46,934
	42,417

June
	35,817
	34,524

July
	23,458
	28,231

August
	39,100
	42,022

September
	40,123
	43,051

October
	36,425
	43,419

November
	28,694
	35,100

December
	28,268
	37,904

'It will be seen that the quantity raised in February or
March was nearly double of that raised in July, and the
quantity raised in September was the highest between the
months of June and December in the case of the Loyabad
Colliery, while in the Standard Collieries the lowest level of
production was reached in July and the highest amount was
raised in the month of October. In normal years, on an
4  Report of the Royal Commission on Labour (1931), p. 117.
5 Etoyal Commission on Labour (1931), Vol. IV, Part I, pp. 16-17.